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ALQUDS FONTS IN BRIEF

Modern ‘sans-serif” Arabic fonts based on traditional
naskh and kufic styles adapted for modern
typography with excellent readability.

The large dots help legibility by accentuating the
differences between similar letters like noon, ba, ta
which depend solely on dots to distinguish between
them. Letters connect with the following letters as
simply as in calligraphy and children’s handwriting,
making the font ideal for educational purposes.

Beautiful minimal design reached after a lifetime of
experience in art, drawing and design. AlQuds and
AlQuds Monhani families have full diacritical marks
(harakat) and each family has 6 weights: Extralight,
Light, Regular, SemiBold, Bold and ExtraBold. Each
font has a full set of Arabic, Persian and West
European Latin letters (English, French, German,
Swedish, etc) especially designed to match the
Arabic type (s =l laAll on the same page.

AlQuds fills the need for a modern Arabic font which
is modern yet respects tradition. It is easy to read

in both large display sizes in headlines, posters and
street signs, as well as in books, magazines and web
pages with small text sizes. This is in contrast to
many of the other new fashionable Arabic fonts with
large ‘teeth’ with tiny dots imitateing the vertical
lines of Latin in the name of modernity. Those fonts
may look elegant but are hard to read even in display
sizes, and become undecipharable in small text sizes.

AlQuds is the first ever Sans-Serif Arabic type. Initially
its designer Palestinian artist Vladimir Tamari intended
it to minimize the number of types required to print
Arabic. He won a UK patent (1963-1011.006) for
the concept and and described it to Monotype and
Letraset in 1965, and in an Arabic article published
in1974. Tamari continued polishing the lettering and
used it in his posters and book illustrations. When
personal computers arrived these distinctive AlQuds
letters were converted into a font for public use.

AlQuds won honorable mention in Linotype’s Arabic
Type Design Contest of 2005 and was bundled in
2008 with the Tasmeem add-on for the expensive
Adobe InDesign. Now AlQuds fonts (together with
AlQuds Monhani) are finally available in OpenType for
use in everyday software and as webfonts online.
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Detail of a pastel lllustration by Vladimir Tamari for
Ali Baba and the 40 Thieves. (Labo Tokyo 1974). The
lettering resembles AlQuds Monhani ExtraBold and is an
expression of admiration meaning “What God Wills”

The Font Menu

Fonts are installed singly or as a set according
to availability. However the Regular and the Bold
form a unit and should both be installed in the
computer together. Font names appear in the
menu numbered according to their weight as in
the figure. In both AlQuds and AlQuds Monhani
however the Regular and the Bold have the font
name without a number. To change the Regular
weight into a Bold select the text and press the
(B) button as shown. Press it again to revert. In
other software the choice of Regular or Bold is in
an attached box.
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